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THE KIHODOK, À1TD THE OHUB0H, AHD 
OHEISTIAIÍ BAPTISlf. 

C. H. BALSBAUGH. 

Mv Dear Brothek :— "How readest 
thou ?" The revelation of God in Christ 
is sufficiently explícit to satisfy any càn- 
did mind in every point that "pertains to 
life and godliness." We are "not to be 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit nor by word, nor by let- 
ter." II Thess. 2 : 2. It is our faith in 
Christ that brings salvation, and not any 
theory we have about his person, or any 
philosophyof his redemptive work. 

The kingdora of God is larger than the 
church. If the divine dominion extend- 
ed no further than the "Httle nock," the 
commission in Matt. 28 : 19, and Mark 
16: 15, would be a pitiful specimen of 
egotísm and impotence. The kingdora of 
God is co-extensive with the divine om- 
nipresence. The devil has a master whose 
wisdoni and providence can t..rn the wild- 
est projects of heli into means for the ac- 
coraplishment of the divine purpose. The 
Bible is full of instances, whích find their 
illustrations in the history of Christ. 
With what emphasis does Peter state this 
fact.? "For of a truth against thy holy 
child Jesús, whoin thou hast anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered togetfter, FOR to 00 whatsoever 

THY HANDAND THY COUNSEL OETERMINED 
I1EFORE TO BE DONE," ActS 4:27, 28. 

The jurisdiction of Jehovah extends over 
heaven, earth and heli. If it were not so, 
Rom. 8 : 28 and Eph. 1 : 21, 22 woukl be 
sheer fiction. "He is over all, God be bless- 
ed forever. Amen." Rom. 9:5. But 
this universal kingdom becomes sovereign 
in individual souls. "The kingdom of 
God is withín you." Lnke 17: 20, 21. 
In the larger kingdora, God has his way 
in spite of all the opposiüon of men and 
devils. In Kxodus 14: 17,18, we have 
an epitome of the divine sovereignty over 
all his eneraies in all ages and nations. In 
the kingdom of character he reigns in lov- 
ing, gracious uníson with the human will, 
and this constitut.es that special form of 
govern ment which scripture designates as 
the church. The ecclesia is not a Chris- 
tian manufactory, but an aggregation of 
Christian, for edifitation and aggression. 
Where Christ is supreme, there is the king- 
dom of God in its essential idea. The 
coalescence of souls into a church is due 
to the indwelling Christ. Character is 
primary, ends sought are secondary. 
Character is God incarnate ; the end is the 
divine glory, in our individual sanctifica- 
tion, and our instrumentality in winning 
others to Christ. Immanuel is himself 
the perfect çrabodiment of the kingdom, 


This he clearly avers in Matt. 18: 1-5 
and Mark 9: 1-7 and Luke 9: 27-35. 
When we pray "Thy kingdom come," we 
ask the greatest possible blessing for our- 
selves individually, and for the enlarge- 
ment of Zion, and the final consumma- 
tion in the Millepnium. "Thy kingdom 
come," means larger participation in the 
transfiguring power and glory of God in 
flesh. Paul did not hesitate to affirm that 
this was his daily life in Christ. Gal. 2 ; 
20 and 5 : 25 and 6:14. VVe roay be in 
the church and not in the kingdom, sàve 
in the sense which includes all souls. The 
kingdom that rules over us must rule in us 
before we can be citizens in the commou- 
wealth, of which Christ is the head and 

the life. 

Your next question refers to baptism. 
Some one has troubled you with a letter 
as to the validity of this ordinance as the 
Brethren practice it. Like all arguments 
issuing from sectarian sources, it ignores 
cardinal principies, and chips every thing 
sectional views and ends. Your corres- 
pondent is a staunch champion of mono- 
dipping, and yet claims trine immersion 
as opposed to triple immersion. This is 
a modern artifice, and without the shad 
ow of support either in reason or scripture.. 
A tri-branched tree never casts a mono- 
shaped shadow. Your coirespondent can 
no morè reduce trine immersion to a sin- 
gle dip, than he can can represent the 
triune Jehovah in a single person. The 
unity of the three does not destroy the 
trinity of the one. 1 1 is as impossible to 
analyze the ecumenical commission as tò 
demonstrate the redc rapti on of raan with- 
out the "d i versi ty of operations" in the 
Godhead. Single immersion is a symbol- 
ical denial of the Holy Trinity. Far be 
it from me to assert, or even to print that 
such defection is necessari ly fatal ; but I 
do say with unequivocal explicitness that 
any person not living in the s pi ritual real- 
ity symbolized by trine immersion, is no 
Christian. "He that hath the Son hath 
life ; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life." I John 5 : 12. This life 
was "given him by the Father." John 5: 
2*6. The Holy Spirit is sent from the 
Father by the Son; and is thedispense' of 
all the fulness of the Godhead. John 14: 
26 and 15; 26 and 16: 13, 14. >5 and 
Col. 2:9. Baptism is no raure neces- 
sary to represent the great fact of redemp- 
tion, than its múltiple form is required to 
represent the tri-personality of the great 
propitiation, provisionally and effectively. 
No soul is saved but by this three- fold 
process j and the best way to symbolize it 
is by being immersed distinctively in the 
name of each person in the Godhead. 

Your correspondent's attributation of 
triple immersion to tradition is too lame 


to requtre refutation. All the facts of the 
incarnation and its implications and is- 
sues, were necessarily matters of tradition 
from the first generat ion to the next. To 
accept such an argument is to annihilate 
Christian i ty itself. Many damnable tra- 
dittons there are in the world, but this 
does not invalidate an oral message put 
into the mouths of chosen witnesses by the 
Holy Ghost. God is one and yet three ; 
and so is baptism. Blessed are they who 
know this tri-personal redeeraer. "This 
is etern al life." John 17:3- This is 
the glorious realization of Rom. 14: 17. 


PBIDE,ET0. 
G. B. Replocle. 


Self-esteem, conceit, . vanity, pride, 
haughtiness and arrogance are a class of 
words so near related that it is sometimes 
difficult to draw the line of distinction. 
They seem like so many persons with dif- 
ficult names, but all actuated by the sarae 
spirit. Self-esteem manifests itself in 
conceit, conceit in vanity, vanity in pride, 
pride in haughtiness and haughtiness in 
arrogance. 

Self-esteem : good opinion of one's self. 
Conceit : over-estimatíon of one's self. 
Vanity : love of flattery. 
Pride : that which excites boasting. 
Haughtiness: scornfulness, imperious 
claim to superiority. 

Arrogance: undue assumption of im- 
portance. 

All of the above are denounced in the 
Bible as follows: 

Self-esteem : "For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself raore 
highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, aècording as God has dealt to 
every mah the measure of faith." Rom, 
12:3. 

Conceit : "Seest thou a man wise in his 
own conceit there is morè hope of a fool 
than him." "Be not wise in your own 
conceits." Prov. 26: 12. Rom. 12: 16. 
Vanity: "For when they speak great 
swelling words of vanity they allure 
through the lusts of the flesh, through 
much wantonness." I Peter 2 : 18. 

Pride: "For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts — 
pride etc. — and defile the man." Mark 
7 : 2-23. "Lest being lifted up with pride 
he fall into the condemnation of the 
devil." I Tiin. 3 : 6. "For all that is in 
the world, thelust of the flesh and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world." I John 
2 : 16. 

Haughtiuess : "Pride goeth before de- 
struction and a haughty spirit before a 
fall." Prov. 16: 18. 


